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APPLICANTS' RESPONSE TO MOTION
FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

Applicants SBC Communications Inc. ("SBC") and Ameritech Corporation

("Ameritech") hereby respond to the Motion for Extension of Time filed by eight

"Consumer Groups." That motion seeks to extend the current deadline for filing

comments with respect to the merger by 62 days.

This request - which would more than double the time period for submitting

comments - is wholly unwarranted. The Public Notice announcing the filing of the

applications to transfer control of Ameritech's FCC authorizations to SBC was released

on July 30, 1998 and established a deadline of September 15, 1998 - 47 days later - to

file comments or petitions. This is more than ample time for the moving parties to

prepare any comments they may have.
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Indeed, the Commission has already provided more time for comments in this

proceeding than it has in similar cases. For example, in other recent large merger

proceedings the Commission established the following deadlines for filing petitions or

comments: BellAtlanticlNYNEX: 40 days; AT&T /Teleport: 35 days, MCIlWorldCom:

41 days!; SBC/SNET: 32 days; SBC/Telesis: 35 days; AT&TlMcCaw: 40 days. Since

the schedule here is 1-2 weeks longer than in those cases, the moving parties have no

grounds for complaint, much less for seeking an extension which is substantially longer

than the original comment period.

In any event, the delay these parties seek is not in the public interest. The

telecommunications industry is perhaps the most rapidly changing industry today, and

both the applicants (who need to react quickly to those changes) and the public (which

stands to benefit from the increased competition the merger will bring) are ill served by

delay. The suggestion in the motion that the extension will not prejudice the applicants is

simply wrong since a two month delay in gathering all the comments and replies will

almost surely result in an equivalent delay in obtaining a decision. Since an early

resolution of this proceeding is in the interest of all parties, and since the time frame

! In MCIIWorldCom, the applicants filed over 200 pages ofnew information with their
reply comments, leading the Commission to establish a second pleading schedule "to
ensure that interested parties have a meaningful opportunity to comment on this
significant amount of information presented for this first time in [the applicants' reply]."
The new pleading cycle for commenting on this large body of information, however,
provided only 14 days for comments. ~ Order, In re Application of WorldCom, Inc
and MCI Communications Corp. for Transfer of ContraI ofMCI Communications Corp.
to WorldCom, Inc., 13 FCC Rcd 4527 (Feb. 27,1998)
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established by the Commission for comments is even longer than in similar proceedings,

there is no basis for extending the current dates.

CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, SBC and Ameritech respectfully urge the Commission

to deny the motion for extension of time.

Respectfully submitted,

It;.. iJr-Jt, ~~~
James~l1+.Jr;r,l.j7l-------

Wayne Watts
SBC Communications Inc.
175 E. Houston
San Antonio, TX 78205
(210) 351-3476

Arnold & Porter
555 Twelfth Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20004
(202) 942-6060

Kellogg, Huber, Hansen, Todd & Evans,
P.L.L.C.

1301 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20004
(202) 326-7900

Attorneys for SBC Communications Inc.

Dated: August 27, 1998

Antoinette ook Bush
Skadden,Arps,Slate,~eagh

LLP
1440 New York Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20005-2111
(202) 371-7230

Kelly Welsh
Richard Hetke
Ameritech Corporation
30 S. Wacker Drive
Chicago, IL 60606
(312) 750-5000

Attorneys for Ameritech Corporation
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Certificate of Service

I, Philip W. Horton, hereby certify that the foregoing Applicants'
Response to Motion For Extension of Time was served by first class mail, postage
prepaid, on the following parties (except for Federal Communications
Commission staff, who were served by hand) this 27th day of August, 1998.

Radhika Karmarkar
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 544
Washington, DC 20554

William Dever
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 544
Washington, DC 20554

Robert S. Tongren
Ohio Consumer's Counsel
Thomas 1. O'Brien
Terry L. Etter
Assistant Consumers' Counsel
77 South High Street, 15th Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43266-0550
(614) 466-8574

Kerry Bruce
City of Toledo
Department ofPublic Utilities
420 Madison Avenue, Suite 100
Toledo, Ohio 43604-1219
(419) 245-1829

Martha Hogerty
Missouri Office of the Public Counsel
P.O. Box 7800
Jefferson City, Missouri 65102
(573) 751-4857



Michigan Attorney General
Frank J. Kelley, Attorney General
Orijakor N. Isogu, Assistant Attorney

General
525 West Ottawa St.
Lansing, Michigan 48909
(517) 373-1123

Indiana Office ofUtility Consumer
Counselor

John Cook, Assistant Consumer Counselor
100 North Senate Avenue, Room N501
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2208
(317) 232-2236

Texas Office of the Public Utility Counsel
Rick Guzman, Assistant Public Utility

Counsel
P.O. Box 12397
Austin, Texas 78711-2397

Thomas J. Long, Esq.
Senior Telecommunications Attorney
The Utility Reform Network
711 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 350
San Francisco, California 94102

Ellis Jacobs, Esq.
Dayton Legal Aid Society
333 West 1st Street, Suite 500
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Aryeh S. Friedman
AT&T
Room 3252G1
295 North Maple Avenue
Banking Ridge, NJ 07920

Anthony C. Epstein
Jenner & Block
601 Thirteenth Street, N.W.
Twelfth Floor
Washington, DC 20005



Lisa B. Smith
MCI Telecommunications Corp.
1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

International Transcription Service, Inc.
1231 20th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Chief, Policy & Planning Program Planning Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 544
Washington, DC 20554

Chief
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, N.W.
Room 800
Washington, DC 20554

Jeanine Poltronieri
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W.
Room 5002
Washington, DC 20554

Chief
Commercial Wireless Division
Federal Communications Commission
2100 M Street, N.W.
Room 7023
Washington, DC 20554


